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Every weekend, as we gather
for worship, we celebrate the life,
death, and resurrection of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. The Holy
Spirit gathers us to receive again
and again the gifts of God that
come to us through God’s Word
and Sacraments. On several key
days at the center of the church
year, however, our worship holds
a particularly extraordinary signifi-
cance — Ash Wednesday is one
such day! Ash Wednesday is a
solemn day of prayer that begins
the season of Lent. On this day,
we may receive the sign of ashes
hearing the words, Remember
that you are dust and to dust you

shall return. This ancient symbol
of repentance reminds us clearly
of our mortality and total depend-
ency on God. Centering our-
selves in God’s mercy and grace,
marked with the cross of Christ,
we journey through Lent anx-
iously anticipating the joyful cele-
bration of Easter, our spiritual re-
birth!

On Ash Wednesday,
choose the worship service of
convenience for you
(12:10 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.)
as together we begin our yearly
journey to
our Lord’s cross and empty tomb.

RETURN YOUR OLD PALM BRANCHES
If you have palm branches from last year, you are invited to bring them
back to church to be burnt for this year's Ash Wednesday ritual. Place
your old palm branches in the box found in the Gathering Place.
Branches must be returned by Sunday, February 22
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Special Lenten Disciplines

Once again this year, spe-
cial weekend Lenten disci-
plines will be offered for all
members during the season of
Lent. Set aside some extra
time for prayer, study, and
worship as a way of preparing
yourself for the celebration of
the new life of Easter.

Pastor will be offering
Lenten Breakfasts and Bible
Study on Tuesday morning
beginning Tuesday, March 3.
These sessions will be held at
the Parkland Restaurant from
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. on the five
Tuesdays during March. This
is an excellent opportunity for
good food, fellowship, and
spiritual growth at the begin-
ning of the day. If you know
you'll be attending, please
sign the sheet on the bulletin

What is a Lutheran?

board outside of the Gathering
Place (Fifth Street side). Our
topic will be When Faith Is All
You Have — a study of He-
brews, Chapter 11.

Each Wednesday evening
during Lent, persons are invited
to come to the Gathering Place
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. for Soup,
Study, and Worship. We will
gather at 6:30 for a time of fel-
lowship and sharing a simple
meal of bread and homemade
soup (usually somebody brings
dessert too). At 7 p.m., we will
begin our discussion to be fed
with the food of spiritual prom-
ises found in God’s Word. The
evening will conclude at
7:30 p.m. with a short worship
service in the chapel. This
year’'s theme is entitled, Bread
and Soup from God. For five

Wednesday evenings, we will
study the following biblical
personalities:

March 4 — Jacob and
Lentil Stew

March 11 — Moses and
Vegetable Soup

March 18 — Joshua and
Chicken Soup

March 25 — Elisha and
Potato Soup

April 1 — Jesus and
Lamb Stew

If you know you’ll be
attending these sessions,
please sign the sheet on the
bulletin board outside of the
Gathering Place (Fifth Street
side). Also, if you would be
willing to provide bread or
soup on any of the Wednes-
day evenings, speak to
Pastor. Thanks!

The following list was compiled by a 20" century Lutheran who, observing other Lutherans,
wrote down exactly what he saw or heard:
Lutherans believe in prayer, but would practically die if asked to pray aloud.

Lutherans like to sing, except when confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with more than four stanzas.

Lutherans believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they don’t notify them that they are
there.

Lutherans believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially during their stewardship campaigns
or when passing the offering plate.

Lutherans believe that the Bible forbids them from crossing the aisle when passing the peace.

Lutherans drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament.

Lutherans feel guilty for not staying to clean up after their own wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall.

Lutherans are willing to pay up to one dollar for a meal at church.

Lutherans think that Garrison Keillor stories are totally factual.

Lutherans still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season.

Lutherans believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never take themselves too seriously.

And finally, you know you’re a Lutheran when:
It's 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee after the service;
You hear something really funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as you can;
Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee;
The communion cabinet is open to all, but the coffee cabinet is locked up tight.

(from an email from Pastor John Kidd, a former pastor at St. John’s)

I EEEEEEEEEEEE——
VOLUME 153, ISSUE 1 Page 2



A Letter to the Congregation
From Ronnee Moyer As She Completes Her Term As Vestry President
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Christmas Ingathering

Many thanks to all members for their gen-
erous donations to this year’s Ingathering.
This is a Mission District project that provides
holiday gifts for residents in various institutions
in our area. St. John’s came through again
with a bountiful collection of monetary dona-
tions, wrapped gifts, and many of the smaller
suggested items for the stockings. Special
thanks to Mary Jane Kauffman for coordinat-
ing this activity in our congregation each year.
We couldn’t do it without her — thanks, Mary
Jane, for your hard work! Following are some
details of the day from Mary Jane:

On Wednesday, December 3, the Ingather-
ing was held at St. John’s Lutheran church,
Emmaus. All the Christmas gifts and small
items were delivered to the church by
10:00 a.m. Then the volunteers sorted and
boxed all the gifts and small items for each
agency. Our church donated $60.00, 20 indi-

vidual gifts for residents of Good Shepherd
Home, 183 small items for Topton Home, 114
small items for Allentown State Hospital, 84
items to Turning Point, 58 items to the Rescue
Mission, 54 items to Daybreak Center and 26
items to Sixth St. Shelter.

Many other Lutheran churches in the Allen-
town area are involved with the Ingathering so
the auditorium was full of all kinds of gifts and
items for the agencies.

After all items were sorted and boxed around
noon the volunteers gathered in the church for a
Dedication of the Gifts Service. Peggy Douglas
spoke about the Keenan House and how it op-
erated. After the service a light lunch was held
in the auditorium for the volunteers.

If anyone from our church would be inter-
ested in helping with the Ingathering next year
please give your name to Mary Jane Kauffman
or Josephine Wieder in the church office.

Keeping Others Warm by Mary Jane Kauffman

St. John’s donated knitted and

crocheted articles to Pathways and several '?D

agencies at the Christmas Ingathering.

Total Count:
14 Baby Blankets 1 pr. Baby Booties
13 New Born Baby Hats 40 Hats
14 Scarves 3 Hat/Mitten Sets
34 Pairs of Mittens

Blood Bank by Sherri Marks

These items were made by Carolyn
Woland, Maria Schmid, Mary Jane
Kauffman, Barbara Hope and Jean Haley.

If any members of St. John'’s knit or cro-
chet we would like to have you help with this
project for the next year. We can supply
some needles and yarn if needed. If inter-
ested call Mary Jane Kauffman, or
Josephine Wieder in the church office.

Thank you to the following who donated blood during the months of November and December:

Charlene Mann
Richard Schreiter
Ronald Hannis

Linda Bollinger
Robert Wolfe

Sharlene Bortz
Candace Doncsecz

George York
Jane Brannan

We missed our yearly goal for 2008 by 29 donations. If you are healthy and able, please con-
sider donating blood, it's a small act, but it is a life saving one. (You also get free cookies and

juice after your donation!!!)
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Youth News  Youth News Youth News

Youth News  Youth News

Souper Bowl of Caring

On Sunday, February 1%, St. John’s Youth will
participate in the annual nationwide “Souper Bowl of
Caring”. This national project is the result of thousands
of young people joining together to fight hunger and
poverty in their local communities. This unique youth-
led movement of caring and sharing transforms the
nation’s biggest football weekend into a tremendously
powerful time of giving. Following all three worship
services on Saturday, January 31, and Sunday morn-
ing, February 1, youth will be in the Gathering Place
with big soup bowls to accept monetary donations.

The monies will all be turned over to the Lehigh County
Conference of Churches to alleviate hunger and pov-
erty in our area. Plan to bring some extra money to
church that weekend! Many thanks!

2009 ELCA Youth Gathering

Three youth from St. John’s are
beginning to make preparations to
attend this year’s Youth Gathering,
Jesus, Justice, Jazz, to be held in
New Orleans, July 22-26. The youth
are: Zachary Decker, Jessica Green,
and Jonathan Moessner. They will be
accompanied by adults, Lisa Green
and Jennifer Sontak. This spring,
they will be sponsoring a Bake Sale
in the Gathering Place following our
services one weekend to raise funds
to support their trip. Look for more in-
formation coming in next month’s
Spire.

Learning and Growing in Faith
Seventh and Eighth graders will be meeting

Youth Sunday

for Catechetical Class with Pastor two times in
February: Tuesday, February 3 and Tuesday,
February 17. The class meets from 7 to 8 p.m.
in the downstairs Great Room. We are pres-
ently studying The Ten Commandments.

Every Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m., our
Senior High Youth Discussion Group meets as
a part of our Sunday School program. The
class which meets in the new Cantoria Balcony
Room is open to youth in grades 9 through 12.

Youth participated in leading worship
on January 24-25. Special thanks to
Zachary Decker, the President of
0OSJ, who preached an excellent ser-
mon at all three services that week-
end. Atour 10:45 service, five OSJ
members were presented crosses for
three years of consecutive service:
Zachary Decker, Megan Derhammer,
Jessica Green, Jonathan Moessner
and Erika Stahl.

Children’s Sermons
Pastor Langkamer will offer special
Children’s Sermons at the 10:45 a.m.
services on Sundays, February 8, and

February 22. Children of all ages will be
invited to sit with him in the chancel for the
message. Bring the whole family to wor-
ship and Sunday School each weekend!
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%The Arts at St. John’s—Concerts and Musical Offerings

Mark your calendars - the Arts at St. John’s providing delightful music followed by fellow-
has scheduled some exciting musical offerings ship, baked goods, and tea!
for this up-coming spring. Cantatica, our new
in-residence musical group, will be offering a
concert this season:

Be sure to mark these dates on your
calendar.

Hear America Singing
on Sunday, June 14, at 4 p.m.

In addition, the Allentown Band will be per-
forming in the chancel of St. John’s on Sunday,
March 29, at 4 p.m.

Each Tuesday during the month of April,
Noon-Ten Concerts will be offered at 12:10 p.m.

Weight Watchers

Here is an opportunity to improve your physical condition and appearance through healthy eat-
ing. St. John’s is willing to sponsor a Weight Watchers group to help you to reach these goals.

We need 15-20 participants to run the program.

The first session will run for 8 weeks.

The cost is $80 for the 8 weeks, payable at the first meeting.***

Non-members of St. John’s are welcome. BRING A FRIEND!

A late February start up date is our target.

Early evening meetings will be held in the lower level of the church which is easily accessi-
ble from the church parking lot.

In addition to the usual goodies, Low-Cal Snacks will be available after the 10:45 service in
the Gathering Place during the 8 week session!

SCUhwWNE

~

If you have questions, call:  Nancy at 610-530-1497
Ronnee Moyer at 610-435-9867

***St. John members, please call Nancy or Ronnee if cost is a problem.

Yes, | am interested in joining St. John’s Weight Watchers group.

Name

Phone number

Preferred evening: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Please send this form to the church office in care of Nancy and Ronnee or give it to an usher
at any service.
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Adult Sunday School Class

Our Adult Sunday School class
meets each Sunday morning from 9:15
to 10:15 a.m. in the Vestry Room. This
informal discussion group will be led by

Ronnee Moyer during the month of
February. We will be examining various
poems and literary pieces that deal with
religious themes. All are welcome.
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There are still some open Sundays this winter for members of
gthe congregation to host Coffee Hours following our 10:45 a.m.
services. Sign the sheet on the bulletin board outside of the Gath-
@ ering Place (Fifth Street side) if you are willing to help. Simply
@ choose the date convenient for you and then provide some good-
& ies to share — coffee and paper supplies are provided by the
® church. With everyone taking a turn, our Coffee Hours can con-
tinue to be a huge success! Thanks!
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Thanks!!

Thank you so much for the delicious cookies
you sent me for Christmas. They were abso-
lutely the very things | wanted from Santa. It
was so nice to be thought of in such a nice way.
Tell the ladies who baked the goodies that | ap-
preciated all the work involved in baking & pack-
ing them.

Yours truly,
Virginia Neitz

Dear Virginia and Ladies,

What a lovely surprise to receive your gift of
cookies. | appreciate your kindness so much. 1
was beginning to feel better a few weeks ago,
and then | fell. 1didn’t break any bones, but
have been sore in spots and had stitches in my
lip. Idid get to church Christmas eve at the
early service and was so happy to be there. I'm
certain I'll enjoy the goodies you sent and the
poem. Your kindness has truly helped me enjoy
the Christmas holiday even more. Thank you for
remembering me.

Betty Brunner

Dear Friends,

It was a pleasure to receive your contribution
to the Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank.
Thank you for your support of the Food Bank
and for the monetary gift of $2,942.00*. Not only
is your donation truly appreciated, it also helps

us to feed the many hungry families that come
through our doors. For every dollar received, we
can purchase six Ibs. of food through Second
Harvest Food Bank.

The need in our community continues to be
enormous. People are hungry, and children
need nourishing meals. We have fed more that
38,000 hungry persons in Lehigh County in
2008. With the cost of food increasing, your
generous donation will help us keep up with the
demands on the Food Bank. Together with your
help, we can continue to feed those in need.

The AAEFB is most grateful for your support.
Together we can make a difference in the life of
those less fortunate.

Sincerely,
Linda Gentile, Office Supervisor

*In conjunction with the monetary Advent Ap-
peal non-perishable food items were collected:
A special thanks to all members and youth that
helped make the advent food collection for the
Food Bank a big success. With all the food we
collected in the window wells it was put into 11
boxes and picked up by the Food Bank. Your
donations will help to feed those less fortunate.
Thank you for making this a big success.

Gratefully yours,
Josephine Wieder

(Continued on page 8)
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Thanks (con’t)

(Continued from page 7)
Dear Friends of St. John’s,

A big thanx for the red cookie tin that con-
tained good, delicious hand-made cookies for
my Happy Christmas.

Marion Wolfe

Dear Friends of St. John’s,
Thank you so much for the tin of cookies. We
are certainly enjoying them.
Fondly,
Arlene and Glenn Rothrock

My Dearest Friends,

| was overwhelmed at the number of cards,
phone calls, prayers and get well wishes from
the caring people at St. John’s. My sincere
thanks to all of you and | hope to be back with
you soon. The prayers and visits of Pastor Lyn
and Pastor Kuntz meant so much and all of your
prayers certainly helped my recovery.

Nancy Miller

To all,

Your kindness means so much. | really ap-
preciate you remembering my mother, Bertha
Wescoe, during this past year. | always read
your cards to her and tell her what was given!
You are so thoughtful and | pray you have a
happy, healthy 2009. Again thank you. God
richly bless you.

Love,
Marie Young

St. John'’s,

With sincere appreciation for your kindness. |
would like to thank the people that sent me get
well wishes during my illness, and also for Pas-
tor Langkamer’s visit to the hospital.

Gladys Erie

Dear Ladies of St. John’s E. Lutheran Church,
It was very kind of you to bring me a box of
cookies. | appreciate your thoughtfulness and
thank you.
Sincerely,
Ruth F. H. Willistein
Thank you again.

Dear Friends of St. John’s,

Thank you so much for keeping my daughter
Angel in your prayers. She had quite a scare
but she’s fine now. The power of prayer is so
strong and God has been so good at answering
my prayers.

God bless you all!
Gisela Reinhart

Pathways would like to thank you for all your
donations and dedication to our program
throughout this past year. We appreciate all
you do for us. Have a Merry Christmas and a
wonderful New Year!

Sincerely,
Pathways

Many thanks to Pastor Langkamer and Pas-
tor Kuntz for their visits in the hospital and
Manor Care. Also, thanks to the members of
the congregation for their prayers and the deliv-
erer of altar flowers.

John Wirth and family

Dear Friend:

On behalf of the Allentown Area Ecumenical
Food Bank, we express to you our gratitude for
your recent donations of 5 bags and 1 box of
food. Because of your caring and sharing, hun-
gry people of our community are being fed.
Thank you.

Sincerely,
Esther A. Stahl, Corres. Sec.
Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank

Dear Friends at St. John's,
| certainly am enjoying the delicious cookies
that were delivered to me. My heartfelt thanks
to all whom helped in their preparation. With
my best wishes to all for a blessed 2009.
Gratefully,
Ruth Jacobsen

To My Friends at St. John’s,

Thank you all so very much for the nice
things | received! The card from the 7" and 8"
grade Sunday School class signed by Taylor.
The delicious tin of home made cookies, deliv-
ered by Mary Jane Kauffman and the lovely
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Thanks (con’t)

(Continued from page 8)
poinsettia, which was brought to my door by
Bruce & June Sieger.
Thank you all for a lovely Christmas!
Sincerely,
Jean Schaup

Thank you all again for the warm get well
cards & well wishes from everyone! Also the
visits from Pastor Lyn & Pastor Kuntz! The poin-
settia plant is still beautiful. Thank you all.
You're in my thoughts & prayers.

Thank you,
Kathaleen Moser

Dear Congregation,
On behalf of St. Luke’s Church, I would like to
thank the people of St. John’s Church for the

We Saw You . ..

generous gift for the community outreach that
we have here on Seventh Street, Allentown.

In addition to maintaining and improving the
grade school age After School Program, this
autumn we added a middle school age After
School Program and a Pre-Kindergarten three
days per week. All our services are offered
without charge to the people of our neighbor-
hood.

In an economically challenging time,

St. Luke’s has not had to cut back on commu-
nity outreach but has actually been able to in-
crease the outreach. That increase is possible
because of generous financial assistance of
people like the people of St. John’s.
Again, thank you. See you soon,
Pastor John Eric Lamb

St. John’s members were a media hit over
the Christmas holidays. Several members ap-
peared on seasonal television specials, in the
newspaper, and on TV newscasts.

If there was a “publicity” committee at
St. John’s, Steven Williams would have to be
chairman of it. Steven was pictured in The
Morning Call with a description of his “Noels”
Christmas Day concert. Then, to top that, St.
John’s was pictured on the nightly newscast on
WFMZ-TV, Channel 69 as the station covered
the concert for their viewers. The nave and al-
ter of the church were seen, as was Steven
playing carols on the St. John’s organ. Thanks
Steven, for arranging all that publicity!

The Ditzel Sisters Christmas Special fea-
tured a trio of St. John’s family members. Patti
Ditzel produced the program for RCN-TV; her
sisters Cindy Ditzel Geho and Linda Bollinger
joined Patti playing Christmas music.

Wally Ely also produced an RCN-TV
Christmas Special. Wally and Bill White of
The Morning Call reported on extravagant
Christmas light displays in the Lehigh Valley
for the 9™ year. Wally also hosted the RCN
Holiday Spectacular covering eight hours of
seasonal programming between December 24
and January 1.

All these programs were seen in the

Lehigh Valley and Philadelphia markets.
As reported by Wally Ely

The January 2009 issue of Lehigh Valley
Style carried wedding pictures of beautiful
Holly Rothrock. Holly’s story was part of an
article on 10 area love stories. Henry Halpin
is the proud father of the bride. You might
want to ask Henry if he’s decided on grandpa
or pappy as the love story continues!!
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Financial Status of St. John’s

Unified Fund December 2008 Year to Date
Income $47,272.51 $400,759.14
Expenses $37,495.01 $423,203.27
Excess, (Deficit) $ 9,777.50 ($22,444.13)

Our Ministry of Special Gifts

To the Memorial Fund in Loving memory of:

Mrs. Althea S. Wetherhold by:
Bitronics Company, Grandaughter of the late
Althea Wetherhold works here.

Mrs. Grace Bartholomew by:
Mrs. Ellen B. Griffin
Mr. And Mrs. Joseph Zadravecz
Mr. And Mrs. Charles Schwenk
Sears Retiree Organization
Mr. And Mrs. Arthur M. Schaffer
Senior Citizens of Centronia
Ms. Virginia P. Kohr
Mrs. Paulette Gerhart
Valdis Briedis

Mrs. Janet Greenleaf by:
Mr. And Mrs. Robert Thornton

In Our Thoughts and Prayers

Mr. Thomas C. Hersh by:
His parents, Mr. And Mrs. Richard C. Hersh

To the Memorial Fund in honor of:

The Baptism of Isabela Young by
Julie Green.

In December two Poinsettia memorials
were missed:

Frederick J. Parks by:
Jennifer Parks and Greg Edelman

In Memory of Loved Ones by:
Dot and Don Hopkins

1 Pray for Scott Adams llI*, Mary Decker*,
Marilyn Wolfe*, Gary & Marjorie Miller .
2 Pray for Joyce Knapp*, Jeane Rosenberger*,
lan & Crystal Lewis
3 Pray for Loren Weiss*, Nicole Fenstermaker*,
John Wirth Jr.*
4 Pray for Grace Silliman*, Jimmy Berryman*,
Wayne Berryman*.
5 Pray for Kirsten Panik*, Christopher Weiss*,
Jeffrey Kuser*, Christine Schaller*.
Pray for Mark Clewell*, Martha Gross*.
Pray for Robin Stoker*, Savannah Henkel.
Pray for Lance Burgess*, Kyle Kauffman*
Pray for Virginia Neitz*.
1 Pray for Kirsten & Michael Panik .

= O ~NO®

12 Pray for Carole Kratzer*, Margaret &
Alfred Gibbs

13 Pray for Lyne Brobst*, Lisa Saylor*.

14 Pray for Regina Boka*, Emma Keller*,
Robert Smith*, Bree Seidel*, George &
Irene Osley, Sr. , Ronald & Sharon
Hannis , Richard & Tracy Stough

15 Pray for Lawrence D. Greene*, David
Maiatico*, Peter & Glenda Garza

16 Pray for Ann Faringer*, Amanda Strohl*.

18 Pray for Julianne Smith*, Oscar Lange*.

19 Pray for Diane Kellogg*, Susan & Michael
Martucci

20 Pray for Sharon Swoyer*.

(Continued on page 11)
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VESTRY

Lisa Green , President Gavin MacManaman, Vice President
Carol Leffler, Secretary Donald Brannan, Treasurer
Jennifer Sontak,Recording Secretary
Barry Brobst Lona Farr Lawrence D. Greene
Carol Baker-Kratzer Diane Kellog Ronald Reaman
Harry Sibbach Donna Waldt Janice Walker
Staff

The Rev. Lyn L. Langkamer The Rev. Clark Kuntz, Visitation Pastor

Laurie Christman, Chr. Ed. Dir./Office Administrator ~ Stephen C. Williams, Director of Music & Organist

Josephine Wieder, Vol. Coordinator Tom Swierzewski, Bookkeeper

Willard Moll, Sexton Henry Halpin, Sexton

Church Office Hours: Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.
Church Office: 610-435-1587 Fax: 610-435-6505
E-mail: stjohnslutheran@enter.net
Music Office: 610-435-1641 e-mail: stepwill@enter.net

I We're on the Web — stjohnsallentown.org I

In Our Thoughts and Prayers (con't)

(Continued from page 10)

21 Pray for Betty Best*.

22 Pray for Nancy Ditria*, Paul Seidel*, Gail Smith*, Dion
Scheirer*, Karen & Timothy Wendland

23 Pray for Brad Hillegass*.

24 Pray for Grace Bauer, Eric Blew*, Earl Brunner*, Jason
Beltrame*.

25 Pray for Debra Shipley*, Jerry Walker*, William L.
Lichtenwalner*.

26 Pray for Margery Brunner*, Richard & Bonnie Haydt

27 Pray for Mary Louise Heimbach*, Karl Schreiter*, Ruth
Baker*.

28 Pray for Donna Noga*, Bryce Schoch*.

*Birthday, Anniversary

Deaths

May God grant His promise of the Kingdom to those who have loved and served Him
in life especially:

Althea Wetherhold, October 23
Barry Trexler, November 2
Grace Bartholomew, January 4
May our prayers and compassion reach out to their families who mourn their loss.
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